
Did you know …?
Some interesting facts about Communication and Language

1. Around 50% of children starting preschool / nursery aged 3 have 
communication, speech and language difficulties that could have been 
prevented. 
There are an additional 7 – 10% of children with complex / long term difficulties 
that could not be prevented (2 or 3 per classroom).  Also, an additional 1% of 
children have communication difficulties as part of more complex package of 
need. 
 (Ref: Speech, Language and Communication Needs and the Early Years.  ICAN 
TALK Series, Issue 7, 2010) 

2. In 2011 Jean Gross, the Communication Champion,  highlighted that  the 
number of school-age children identified with speech and language 
problems as their primary special need increased by 58% over the previous
five years.

3. A child’s difficulties need to be resolved by 5 ½ to ensure that they go on to
make good progress with reading and spelling. 
(Ref: Speech, Language and Communication Needs and Literacy Difficulties.  
ICAN Talk Series, Issue 1 2009)

4. Vocabulary at 2 years of age has a direct correlation to reading ability at 
age 11.
This shows how important it is to identify difficulties early and to have timely 
intervention.
(Ref: Size Matters: Early vocabulary as a measure of language and literacy 
competence.  J Lee, 2011)

5. On average a child between 18 months and 2 years learns 8 new words a 
day. 
This capacity to learn is phenomenal but we have a huge role to play in enabling 
them to do so. Think about what opportunities your children have to hear new 
words every day; the experiences you give them; what you say to them.  
(Ref: Baby Talk by Sally Ward)

6. 83% of what parents / carers say to their children is either telling them what
to do or what not to do. 
Consider the type of language you mainly use in your settings. We know that 
children learn more from conversational language rather than instructions.

7. Studies have shown that 55 – 100% of children with behavioural, social and 
emotional difficulties have unidentified communication difficulties.
This often persists into adolescence and sometimes into adulthood.  How often 
do we interpret “behaviour” as difficult / naughty / problem without considering the
underlying cause?


